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Properties of Correlation

1. Correlation makes no distinction between explanatory and response
variable.

2. r doesn't change when we change units of measure.

3. Correlation does NOT imply causation.

4. Must have 2 quantitative variables.

5. Only measures strength of linear relationships, not curved. So.....
GRAPH YOUR DATA FIRST!

6. Values of r close to -1 and 1 do NOT garauntee a linear relationship
between 2 variables (see p. 156 for a picture of this).

7. ris not a resistant measure so be careful when using it when
outliers are present. Must graph data first to see this.

8. Correlation is not a complete summary of 2 variable data. You
should also give means and standard deviations of both variables.
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