College Prep Syllabus

Teacher:  Mr. Burt



Room: 1321

Phone:  (920) 832-4300  


E-mail:  burtscott@aasd.k12.wi.us
Website:  www.mrburtwebpage.weebly.com
Welcome to College Prep!  I am looking forward to a great year with you.  Keep this syllabus in order to look up general information about this class at any time.  
1. Course Description

College Prep is a course designed to prepare you for 1st semester college algebra.  We will cover all of the topics in college algebra throughout the school year.  There is an in depth emphasis on algebraic symbols, properties, mathematical expressions, functions, graphing of linear and nonlinear equations, and real world applications.  This class is to prepare you for college so expect to work hard!  The following topics will be covered:
      Semester 1:

Chapter 1:
Concepts of Elementary Algebra

Chapter 2:
Graphs and Functions

Chapter 3:
Linear Functions, Equations, and Inequalities

Chapter 4:
Systems of Linear Equations and Inequalities

Statistics:
Introduction to Statistics and Probability


Chapter 5:
Radicals and Complex Numbers
      Semester 2:


Chapter 6:
Quadratic Functions, Equations, and Inequalities

Chapter 7:
Rational Expressions and Functions

Chapter 8:
Functions and Relations

Chapter 9:
Exponential and Logarithmic Functions and Equations

Chapter 10:
Sequences, Series, and the Binomial Theorem
2.  Course Objectives
In addition to understanding the above concepts, we will also have other fundamental goals to accomplish this year.

· You will be able to communicate mathematical ideas orally and in writing

· You will be an improved problem solver

· You will be able to think critically and question ideas

· You will be able to relate mathematical ideas to the real world

· Most importantly, you will have fun and learn to appreciate math!!!

3.  Required Materials
You MUST bring the following daily:
· Textbook (supplied):  Intermediate Algebra: Graphs and Functions, Larson
· Paper and pencil
· Graphing calculator (preferably the TI-83 or TI-84)
· Binder
4.  Grading Procedures*
a)  Tests- 75%

b)  Quizzes/Projects- 15%

c)  Homework- 10%

Tests- There will be about 3 tests per quarter.  This is the majority of your grade, so see me well prior to a test if you need any help.  I recommend showing work because I will give partial credit for correct work shown (unless otherwise stated).  I will give at least 5 days prior notice for each test.  

Quizzes/Projects- There will be one quiz or project each week, not including a test week.  Directions are the same as tests.  Projects will consist of individual, partner, and small group activities that will focus on applying math concepts.  They may include presentations, papers, or labs.  

Homework- There will be homework given EVERY SINGLE DAY!  Each assignment is worth 3 points.  You will lose points for late work, not having it entirely completed, or for having significant amount wrong.  Homework will be graded in a variety of ways, but you will almost always get full credit if you have it done on time!!  If it is not done on the due date, homework can be handed in one week from the date assigned for up to 2 points. If it is not done within the two weeks, it can be handed in within 2 weeks for up to 1 point.  After that, the score will result in a zero.  A list of assignments will be posted on the board as well as on the website.
  This grading scale will be used on assignments:

· + is 3 points

· √ is 2 points

· - is 1 point

You MUST show work to get full credit.  Correct your work carefully, I will be checking.  Grading errors will result in a lower score.  

Zero policy

· 3 zeroes, cannot earn an A (88% of the work)

· 6 zeroes, cannot earn a B (77% of work)

· 9 zeroes, cannot earn a C (66% of work)

· 12 zeroes, cannot earn a D (55% of work = fail)

Proficiency Test*- There will be 4 proficiency tests throughout the year. These tests are to test your knowledge of the basic concepts in algebra. You must pass all 4 tests with a 70% or higher.  You get a maximum of 3 retake tests to pass.  If you pass only 3 tests, the best grade you can receive is a B-.  If you only pass 2, the best grade you can receive is a C-.  If you only pass 1, the best grade you can receive is a D-.  If you don’t pass any of them, you will automatically fail.  If you pass all 4 on the first attempt, you will earn 5% added onto your final semester grade.  No calculators are allowed and you must show your work.  The 4 test topics are: solving a linear equation, graphing a line, solving systems of equations, and solving a quadratic equation.
Absences- If you are absent, you have the amount of days you were absent to turn in your homework.  This is for excused absences only; NO credit will be given for unexcused absences- this includes tests and quizzes!!  If you are absent the day before a quiz or test, you are still responsible for taking the quiz or test the next day since I give you plenty of notice.  You must come to me for any make up work missed, I will not search for you!

Grades- The grading scale can be found in your student planner.  I will inform you of grades about every 2 weeks.  I recommend you keep track of your own grade, that way you will not have to wait for me.  I will bump grades up (i.e. a B+ to an A-) for students who participate, are attentive, and put forth their best effort at the end of each quarter (so your class attitude does count!).  You will receive the grade that YOU earn.

5.  Classroom Guidelines
· Talking out of turn will NOT be tolerated!

· I will treat you with respect.  I expect the same treatment from you and for you to treat your classmates with respect.  

· Come to class on time and prepared.

· Come to class with a positive attitude and ready to learn!

· An ‘A’ is not your right, it is something you earn.

· The bell does not dismiss you, I do.  Do not line up at the door until I say so.
· Do not disrupt the learning of others.

· Do not play calculator games in my classroom or use any other electronic device.

6.  My Schedule
	Period 1
	Room 1321
	 Pre-Calculus

	Period 2
	Room 1321
	College Prep

	Period 3
	Room 1321
	Pre-Calculus

	Period 4
	Room 1321
	AP Statistics

	Period 5
	TBA
	Supervision

	Period 6
	Room 1321
	Prep

	Period 7
	Room 1321
	Pre-Calculus

	Period 8
	Room 1321
	Prep


Please feel free to come in during any of my prep/supervision hours for any help or concerns, or see me to make an appointment at any other time.  I look forward to working with you and getting to know all of you.  Let’s make this a great year!!
